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Hispanic-Americans to understand where they 
came from, and where they can expect to go 
in the years to come. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in cele-
brating the good work that the Hispanic Divi-
sion has done over the past 65 years, and in 
wishing them continued success in the years 
to come. 
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RECOGNITION OF GEORGE A. 
HUSSEY, JR. 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend an exemplary individual who has 
made a tremendous impact on his community 
and continues to work tirelessly towards var-
ious worthy causes. George A. Hussey, Jr., a 
native of Long Branch, New Jersey, began his 
career at Monmouth Medical Center and was 
eventually hired by the City of Long Branch. 
While employed at the Department of Public 
Works, George worked as the Anti-Litter Offi-
cer, and grant coordinator for the Clean Com-
munities Program. His efforts and commitment 
earned him special recognition by the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection for having 
the best program in the state of New Jersey. 
Shortly after this distinction, Mr. Hussey’s re-
sponsibilities were expanded to include Munic-
ipal Recycling Coordinator. 

In addition to his work towards cleaner com-
munities, Mr. Hussey routinely serves as a 
volunteer, lending his time putting up holiday 
lighting and coordinating beach clean-ups. For 
several years now, Mr. Hussey has been 
working in the Fire Prevention and Code En-
forcement Department for the City of Long 
Branch, and at the age of 39, he became a 
volunteer firefighter, receiving the Raul Award 
for being Rookie of the Year. In 2003, he was 
the proud recipient of the Firefighter of the 
Year Award from the VFW Post 2140 in Long 
Branch. 

Joining the Long Branch Elks Lodge, No. 
742, at the suggestion of co-worker and friend 
Jack Filter, who happened to be the Past Ex-
alted Ruler for the chapter, Mr. Hussey carried 
on a family tradition, by becoming a 3rd gen-
eration Elk—following in the footsteps of his 
father and grandfather. As an officer in the 
Elks, Inner Guard, Mr. Hussey became active 
in the Handicapped Children’s Committee— 
just as his father had been. In this capacity, 
he successfully raised money for Camp 
Moore, a camp for handicapped children. 

Over the years, Mr. Hussey has selflessly 
volunteered his time and talent to the commu-
nity and the city of Long Branch. I congratu-
late him on assuming the highest office in the 
lodge, Exalted Ruler for the fraternal year 
2003–2004. I have full confidence that he will 
excel in this capacity, and contribute signifi-
cantly to all the wonderful efforts of the Lodge. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MR. JIM 
RABY 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today I would 
like to honor Jim D. Raby who is celebrating 
his 70th birthday. Jim is a man who embodies 
the American principles of hard work, dedica-
tion to one’s family, and service to one’s coun-
try and I am honored to stand before this body 
of Congress and this Nation to recognize this 
wonderful man and his many accomplish-
ments. 

Jim was born on August 10, 1934 in the 
town of Jeff, Alabama. He grew up as a 
sharecropper in north Alabama, growing pri-
marily cotton. He graduated from Monrovia 
High School in 1952 and briefly attended An-
drew Jackson Business School in Nashville, 
Tennessee. In 1954, Jim joined the U.S. Navy 
and served his country honorably as a Seabee 
and as a Communications Technician. 

Following his discharge from the service, 
Jim began work in Huntsville, Alabama for the 
Army Ballistics Missile Agency (ABMA) as an 
electronic technician. There he had the distinc-
tion of working with the former German Rocket 
Team, including Dr. Werner Von Braun, during 
the infancy of the U.S. Space Program. In 
1960, ABMA was transformed into the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and Jim joined the new agency as a 
Charter Member. He worked on almost every 
phase of the Pegasus, Mercury, Gemini, Apol-
lo, and Skylab programs. 

Jim’s contributions included development of 
specifications and standards for electronic 
manufacturing, specifically soldering and crimp 
terminations as well as cable and harnesses. 
He installed many of these cables and har-
nesses in the original Mercury capsule. Jim 
then established schools for each of these 
subjects and performed lead activities in the 
fabrication of electronics for the Saturn and 
Apollo programs. Jim moved to various con-
tractor facilities (as a NASA employee) 
throughout the United States to provide NASA 
guidance on manufacturing methods and tech-
niques as well as providing Quality Assurance 
functions. He had the last word on flight readi-
ness of electronic and electrical installations 
and in troubleshooting these systems when 
problems arose. The Moon landing during the 
summer of 1969 was the climax of this great 
era in Jim’s life. 

Jim left NASA in 1975 to work for the U.S. 
Navy at China Lake, California. While at China 
Lake, Jim developed the Soldering Standard-
ization Program which standardized require-
ments DoD-wide and the Solder Training and 
Certification Program. He also started the 
Electronic Manufacturing and Production Facil-
ity (EMPF). 

In 1984, Jim left the Navy to start Soldering 
Technology International, a family business in 
which he is still active. Soldering Technology 
International (STI) helps customers build more 
reliable electronic hardware. Under Jim’s guid-
ance, the company has twice been selected to 
INC Magazine’s INC 500 list of fastest growing 
private companies. STI was also selected as 
Huntsville/Madison County’s Small Business of 
the Year in the business services category for 
the year 2000. STI currently employs 45 peo-

ple and has customers in all 50 states as well 
as 40 countries around the world. 

Of all Jim’s achievements, he is most proud 
of his family—wife Ellen, son David, daughter- 
in-law Sheila, and beautiful granddaughter 
Ashley. He is also proud of the many friends 
and admirers that he has come to know over 
the years. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to honor 
Jim D. Raby for his many accomplishments 
and his enduring impact on his country, com-
munity and family. Jim has been and con-
tinues to be an inspiring role model for all of 
us, and I wish him the best of wishes on the 
occasion of his 70th birthday. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO BOB 
SILBERNAGEL 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Bob Silbernagel from Grand 
Junction, Colorado. Bob is the Editorial Page 
Editor for the Grand Junction Daily Sentinel, 
and has served the paper, city and state with 
distinction. I know Bob well, and he is a man 
of the utmost integrity. I would like to join my 
colleagues here today in recognizing his dedi-
cation and commitment to his community and 
the field of journalism before this body of Con-
gress and this Nation. 

Bob studied journalism at the University of 
Wisconsin, and went on to work for a number 
of weekly newspapers before moving on to the 
Glenwood Post Independent. In 1980, he 
joined the staff at the Grand Junction Daily 
Sentinel. Bob has been closely involved in 
writing and publication of the Colorado River-
front Commission’s People, Parks and Trails: 
A guide and history for the Colorado Riverfront 
Trail in Mesa County. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to recognize 
Bob Silbernagel for his exceptional service to 
the people of Grand Junction and Colorado. 
For many years, his dedication to his commu-
nity and journalistic integrity has made the 
Grand Junction Sentinel a thriving and influen-
tial news source. It is with great pleasure that 
I recognize him today before this body of Con-
gress and this Nation. Thanks for your service, 
Bob, and I wish you all the best in your future 
endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING RALPH MAYRELL 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, today I am honored 
to recognize Ralph Mayrell for his achieve-
ment at the 2003 Veterans Day Program in 
Wills Point, TX. Ralph’s speech, Diversity in 
America, won the essay contest sponsored by 
local veterans at Wills Point High School. 

Ralph Mayrell, a senior at Wills Point High 
School, is an active member of both his 
school and his community. He is a frequent 
participant in academic events, such as the 
University Interscholastic League, in which he 
often serves as both coach and competitor in 
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